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Who owns and operates Chicago Executive Airport?  

In 1986, with funding provided by the Federal Aviation Administration, the Village of Wheeling 
and City of Prospect Heights purchased the Airport from its then-private owner. The Airport is 
governed and operates in accordance with an Intergovernmental Agreement entered into 
between the Village of Wheeling and the City of Prospect Heights. An appointed Board of 
Directors oversees Airport operations by a professional staff. The Airport is financially self-
sufficient. Neither municipality provides financial support to the Airport. The Airport funding is 
generated from Airport revenue. There is no local taxpayer money expended on the operation of 
the Airport. CEA is a community asset that benefits from a coordinated approach with the 
sponsor communities.  

What is an Airport Master Plan Update?  

An Airport Master Plan Update is a planning document. Typically, for a 20-year planning 
horizon, CEA’s Master Plan Update is proactive and identifies the plans for future facility needs 
well in advance of the actual need for the facilities. Much like a community comprehensive plan, 
this is done to ensure that CEA is prepared to accommodate future demand to avoid facing 
unfavorable effects due to insufficient facilities. The CEA Master Plan was last updated in 1984, 
with a key outcome being an approach to bringing the airfield into compliance with the FAA 
safety regulations.  

Who pays for the Airport Master Plan Update?  

No municipal funds are expended on the Airport Master Plan Update. CEA pays for the project 
out of Airport revenues – which are generated each year from businesses on the airport and do 
not come from the owner municipalities, as the airport is self-sustaining financially. The Airport 
Master Plan Update is also eligible for federal and state reimbursement at 95%. No property 
taxes will increase due to CEA.  

What has the approach been to the Airport Master Plan Update?  

The Board of Directors of CEA have chosen to accomplish the planning effort in phases. The 
level of detail and complexity within the planning effort will increases as the process plays out. 
Moving deliberately ensures transparency and community involvement.  
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Will there be opportunities for public involvement?  

Yes, there is a public involvement program and the integration of communication tools and 
opportunities such as briefings, meetings and engagement programs to ensure that the 
approach to public involvement is efficient, frequent and accessible. The project team will 
consistently work with agencies, municipalities, airport users and the public.  

What is a Stakeholder Involvement Group?  

To assist in the development of the Airport Master Plan Update and provide technical input at 
decision points, the project team has established a Stakeholder Involvement Group as a key 
way for the public’s input to be represented.  

A Stakeholder Involvement Group (SIG) consists of a balanced representation of community 
leaders from groups such as:  

• Local officials 
• Agencies 
• Civic groups 
• CEA corporate tenants 
• CEA fixed-base operators 
• CEA general aviation community 
• Chamber of commerce & visitor and convention bureaus 
• Economic development 
• Emergency management 
• State & federal elected officials 

What is an Airport Layout Plan (ALP)?  

An Airport Layout Plan (ALP) is a set of scaled drawing depicting existing and proposed future 
facilities and property necessary to the operation and development of the airport. An ALP is a 
requirement of the FAA, and the ALP must be approved first, by the City of Prospect Heights 
and the Village of Wheeling and then by the FAA before further steps in the development 
process can begin. 
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How do I comment throughout the Airport Master Plan Update?  

Public and stakeholder comment and input to the study are welcome. Comments on the Airport 
Master Plan Update can be filled out here: https://www.chiexec.com/cea-master-plan/contact-
us/. All input on the Airport Master Plan Update will be reviewed and considered.  

The public has the opportunity to provide comments at Open House meetings. The first Open 
House was held on December 4, 2018 and the second Open House is scheduled for July 11, 
2019.  

What are the next steps?  

Airport master planning defines likely changes in future demand, identifies any missing or 
necessary facilities that would be required to meet that demand, develops a series of potential 
alternatives and then creates a Capital Improvement Program to prioritize key steps in the 
development of the preferred alternative.  

Below is a process graphic that depicts Phase III major project elements.  
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What is being done about airport noise?  

Based on public feedback from previous Phase II of the Airport Master Plan Update, noise is a 
key concern surrounding the Airport. CEA completed a Noise Exposure Map (NEM) Update 
project in 2017 to understand current and projected noise levels around the Airport. The 
Residential Sound Insulation Program (RSIP) will kick off in 2019. The RSIP is funded by the 
FAA and is a separate project from the Master Plan Update.  

Has noise gotten worse at the Airport?  

No. In the past 30 years, noise has reduced by 30% (see chart below). This is due in part 
because aircraft have become quieter. The 65 DNL contour is the threshold used by FAA for 
determining potential RSIP qualification.  

Area of Noise Impact 

YEAR 65 DNL 70 DNL 75 DNL 

1987 898 Acres  414 Acres 212 Acres 

2001 979 Acres  433 Acres 204 Acres 

2006 852 Acres  406 Acres 191 Acres 

2016 629 Acres  271 Acres 117 Acres 

% REDUCTION 30%  35% 45% 

DNL is the Day-Night Average Sound Level. It represents the total accumulation of all sound energy but 

spread out uniformly over a 24-hour period. 

What are some of the safety improvements made at CEA?  

Safety has always been the number one priority at CEA. For the past 30 years, every resource 
available has been used to keep the residents surrounding the airport safe. In 2015, CEA 
invested $13.5M into the installation of an EMAS (Engineered Material Arresting System). An 
EMAS involves lightweight, crushable concrete blocks that crush under the weight of an aircraft. 
Just three months after installation, the EMAS stopped an aircraft from entering Palatine Road. 
Because of the safety improvement, there were no injuries or fatalities.  

Some additional safety improvements made at CEA include: numerous buildings and 
obstructions have been removed, full parallel taxiways have been constructed to reduce runway 
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occupancy time, safety areas have been re-graded to meet FAA standards, and the primary 
runway at CEA was widened in 2002 to increase the margin of safety.  

What are the airport’s economic and tax benefits? 

In its current configuration, the CEA provides $330 Million in regional economic benefit as well 
as $2.3 Million in sales and real estate tax revenues. A key element of Phase III of the Airport 
Master Plan Update will be the identification of economic development opportunities. By 
ensuring airport land use compatibility, promotion of economic development and sustainable 
development patterns, CEA plays an integral part in supporting sustainability in the City of 
Prospect Heights and the Village of Wheeling, while ensuring the future financial viability of the 
airport.  

 
 


